


US DHHS Region | (New
England) Emergency
Planning Office (Office of
the Assistant Secretary
for Preparedness and
Response - ASPR)

The following
resources have been
identified to assist
your preparedness
activities:
http://www.ynhhs.org/
emergency/US_DHH

S_web_sites.pdf

Highlighted
Resources:
Pandemic Influenza
Preparedness and
Response Guidance
for Healthcare Workers and Healthcare
Employers - OSHA:
http://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA pande

mic_health.pdf

Department of Justice Anti-Terrorism Workshop
for Campus Law Enforcement, June 22-23,
2009 — Paxton, MA. Please call (800) 446-0912,
ext. 477

Preparedness: New

The Yale New Haven Center for Emergency
Preparedness and Disaster Response will be
hosting a free NIMS, Joint Commission and
OSHA training requirements webinar. This
webinar will take place on May 14, 2009, from
1:00-1:45 PM EST. This session is designed for
healthcare professionals responsible for
coordinating emergency preparedness training,
including personnel in emergency management,
safety, compliance, staff development, human
resources and quality improvement. Topics
discussed in this webinar include: a) NIMS, Joint
Commission and OSHA training requirements, b)
Training and tracking best practices and solutions
and c) Question and answer session. To register
for this webinar, please call (203) 688-2567 or
email rebecca.cohen@ynhh.org by May 8, 2009.
Attendance is limited to 50 participants. To
download a copy of the webinar invite,

please visit:
http://www.ynhhs.org/emergency/links/EPW ebina

r_Final.pdf

Avian Influenza: New (Continued)

In an Australian study exploring
healthcare workers’ knowledge,
attitudes and intended behavior
towards pandemic influenza it
became apparent that there are
several issues that must be
addressed as part of health
system preparedness for a coming influenza pandemic: Healthcare workers and ancillary
staff should be provided with appropriate targeted education, the psychosocial needs and
concerns of healthcare workers’ should be addressed in pandemic planning, communication
regarding health resources/planning should be improved to develop staff confidence, and
consideration could be given to families of healthcare workers’ also receiving priority access
to the National Medical Stockpile. In the face of a pandemic influenza threat, health
department employees’ unwillingness to report to duty may pose a threat to the nation's
emergency response infrastructure. This must include all classifications of staff, which are
fundamental to the hospital's operation. We feel that addressing these issues of importance
to healthcare workers is essential to ensure an effective and appropriate health system
response. To view the entire study, which appeared in BMC Health Services
Research, please visit: http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1472-6963-9-

30.pdf.

Rice University scientists have developed a new computerized method
of testing that could help world health officials to better identify flu
vaccines that are effective against multiple strains of the disease. The
scientists who created the method say tests of data from bird flu and
seasonal flu outbreaks suggest their method can better gauge the
efficacy of proposed vaccines than can tests used today. With the new
method, flu virus mutations are assigned numerical scores. Michael
Deem, Rice's John W. Cox Professor of Bioengineering and professor
of physics and astronomy, and colleagues developed the method so
they could assign a number that captured the amount of difference or
similarity between strains. The method can also be used to test how
effective a vaccine will be against divergent strains. For verification, the
team checked their results against flu vaccine data collected by the World Health
Organization from 1971 to 2004. To learn more about this method, please visit:
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090317125219.htm.

Credit: NIAID/Wikipedia

e Many scientists are now sure that a version of H5N1, or the

avian flu, will cause a pandemic in the future. While speaking  *when you tell people
to health officials at the National Emergency Management to fisten to warnings,
Summit, several experts said the issue was no longer an "if"  they don't listen. .

issue, it was now "when." Without knowing when a pandemic
will hit, many hospitals and the government are doing what
they can to try to prepare the U.S. for the event. A mental
health consultant from Colorado said once the pandemic
comes, people would likely shrug their shoulders when they
are told to prepare for it, until there is nothing left with which to
prepare. Once store shelves are empty or the pandemic hits
close to home, people will start listening. "There is so much
information coming at us, we don't know the seriousness of an
event. You are going to get no action from the public when the
pandemic hits," she said. "It's the primal shrug -- the attitude of
'so what," until we get to the tipping point and they realize what
it means. It's when they go to the ER and they can't get in, or they go to a mobile triage
site and they are told to go home. That is when they'll start to realize.” For further
information, please visit: http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3856.

.There are warning
labels on everything.
We've heard the
warnings over and over
and over again, that
we've become deafto
them. Ignoring the
warning has become an
an— ”

—FP.J. Havice-Cover,

Colorado

Fast and Sensitive Way to Detect Ricin: New

Researchers at Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University have developed
a simple, accurate and highly sensitive test to detect and quantify ricin, an extremely
potent toxin with potential use as a bioterrorism agent. The ricin assay detects small
amounts of ricin more accurately and faster than other tests currently in use. Users of the
assay would place samples of potentially adulterated food, or swabs used to wipe
potentially contaminated surfaces, into a few drops of a mixture of reagents; the mixture
will emit light if ricin is present, with higher luminescence indicating greater concentrations
of the toxin. For more information about the test, please visit:
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/04/090408104538.htm.
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Estimating the Location
and Extent of a Covert

Anthrax Release: New

; Rapidly identifying the
features of a covert
release of an agent such
as anthrax could help to
inform the planning of
public health mitigation
strategies. While previous
¢ studies have sought to
estimate the time and size
Credit: CDC of a bioterror attack based
on the symptomatic onset dates of early cases,
a new method for characterizing the time,
strength and location of an aerosolized
pathogen release has been constructed by the
MRC Centre for Outbreak Analysis and
Modelling, Department of Infectious Diseases
Epidemiology, Imperial College London,, UK.
The research article, which appeared in PLOS
Computational Biology, can be accessed at:
http://www.ploscompbiol.org/article/info%3Adoi
%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.1000356.

Manipulating Google
Searches as a Counter-

terrorism Tool: New

The British Government will train pro-West
Islamic groups to game Google searches in
order to fight the influence of radicals; search
engine optimization techniques will make
moderate Islamic groups come up first in
Google searches. Officials will train pro-West
Islamic groups to manipulate their Google
search ranking in an attempt to drown out
extremist voices online, sources said. The
policy is being developed despite recent
warnings from a group of international experts
on radicalization that such strategies are likely
to be "largely ineffectual. To read further about
this novel project, please visit:
http://hsdailywire.com/single.php?id=7748

Eco-Terror Threat to
Connectlcut New

Jﬁ-@"’ An investigation into

possible
contamination at the
planned site of a
Iy wood-burning plant

b has intensified with
the discovery of a
chemical "of concern”
there. The state's
environmental
agency won't name the chemical, citing what is
now an active criminal investigation. The
substance was identified through tests by the state
Department of Environmental Protection who
reported that there was not enough contamination
to pose an immediate threat to public health, the
environment, groundwater, drinking water or other
natural resources. For more information, please
visit:_http://www.courant.com/news/local/hc-web-
plainfield-ecoterror-thr.artapr04,0,7069141 .story.

{‘E'P/iladelphla

Plainville, Connecticut

Preparedness: New (Continued)

A recent nationwide survey found some law enforcement agencies
are not fully implementing an information-sharing system to use
during emergencies. Ball State University's Advanced Crisis
Communications Training program surveyed the membership of
the National Emergency Number Association, an association of
911 professionals, and found several gaps in the use of the
National Incident Management System. Ball State University was
" awarded $2.5 million from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency for a project to bolster local-level preparedness for natural and man-made disasters
across the nation by formulating several online and on-site training courses for 911 staff and
their supervisors. For additional information on the study findings, please

visit: http://www.idsnews.com/news/story.aspx?id=67488.

A collaborative nationwide project exploring the orlglns structure
and evolution of tornadoes will occur from May 10" through June
13" in the central United States. The project, Verification of Origin
of Rotation in Tornadoes Experiment 2 (VORTEX2), is the largest
"'ﬁ and most ambitious attempt to study tornadoes in history and will
i involve more than 50 scientists and 40 research vehicles,
G including 10 mobile radar units. Scientists will sample the
environment of supercell thunderstorms -violent thunderstorms capable of producing
damaging winds, large hail, and tornadoes - that form over more than 900 miles of the central
Great Plains. Areas of focus include southern South Dakota, western lowa, eastern
Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, the Texas panhandle and western Oklahoma. The Vortex2
Operations Center will be at the National Weather Center in Norman, Oklahoma. It is hoped
this project will lead to increased warning time for those in the path of these deadly storms.
For further information on VORTEX2, please visit:
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009/20090406_tornado.html.

e Graphics that show the risk of storm surges are just one way officials and emergency
responders hope to better prepare themselves and coastal residents for the 2009
hurricane season. Bill Read, director of the National Hurricane Center, said at the National
Hurricane Conference on April 8" that most coastal residents have a hard time
understanding storm surge risk and the center didn't communicate the threat well during
Ike, which made landfall in Galveston in September. He told hurricane responders from
around the country that he hopes the new graphics will help in the 2009 storm season,
which begins June 1%, For further information on the conference, please Vvisit:
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/tx/6365286.html. .

Alaska’'s Cook Inlet Pipeline Co. jointly owned by Chevron Corp.
and Pacific Energy Resources suspended operations after Mount
Redoubt erupted in the state on April " according to a statement
posted on the U.S. Coast Guard Web Slte Mount Redoubt had “a
major eruption” and is experiencing “continued unrest,” according
to the statement from the Unified Command, which includes Cook
Inlet Pipeline, the Coast Guard and the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservatlon The terminal and related pipeline
were closed March 23" foIIowmg an earlier eruption of Mount
Redoubt. The news release may be viewed at:
http://www.uscgalaska.com/go/doc/780/266151.

;'3”%"' d" }PJ}W 2

Mount Redoubt
Credit: AP Photo/M. Scott Moon

J.  Electromagnetic pulse weapons capable of frying the electronics in
civil airliners can be built using information and components
available on the net, warn counterterrorism analysts. All it would
take to bring a plane down would be a single but highly energetic

"“*+ microwave radio pulse blasted from a device inside a plane, or on

", the ground and trained at an aircraft coming in to land.

Researchers at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism in
» Herzliya, Israel, have analyzed electromagnetic weapons in
development or used by military forces worldwide, and have
discovered that there is low-cost equipment available online that
. can act in similar ways. Speculation persists that such weapons
Credit: Getty Images have already been used in the Persian Gulf and in Afghanistan,
though no reports have been confirmed To read the article about “e-bombs”, please visit:
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20227026.200-planes-could-be-brought-down-by-diy-
ebombs.htmI?DCMP=NLC-nletter&nsref=mg20227026.200

Questions, Comments, Suggestions or to Subscribe
For questions, comments, suggestions or to subscribe to the Preparedness Report, please e-mail
us at center@ynhh.org. www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency
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Pandemic Influenza
Planning: New

&

A pandemic influenza
could result in an
estimated 30-40%
reduction of workforce and
significant absenteeism for
up to 12 weeks, negatively
impacting patient care and
essential services. How
will your organization
manage the increased
demand for services, staff,
supplies and other

critical resources?

The Yale New Haven Center for Emergency
Preparedness and Disaster

Response (YNH-CEPDR) can assist your
organization in preparing for a pandemic
through services such as:

4

Development of a business impact
analysis, continuity of operation plan
and business continuity plan

Development of pre-event
communication messages, workforce
surge impact, recovery resources and
recovery team task lists

Assessments of current pandemic
influenza planning; review of emergency
operations plans and emergency
management plans (EMPs) for
compliance with The Joint Commission,
NIMS, CMS, OSHA, CDC and

NFPA requirements

Online, instructor-led or WebEXx training
courses recommended for health care
workers in acute care hospitals,
community health centers, home health
agencies, urgent care centers, skilled
nursing facilities and public health
agencies to address the impact and
preparations required pre-pandemic
event and during a pandemic event

Assistance with conducting tabletop
exercises to discuss the Incident
Command System (ICS),
implementation of the EMP,
communication practices and mitigation
practices during a pandemic influenza
event To learn more how YNH-CEPDR
can assist your organization, please call
(203) 688-3224 or e-mail

center@ynhh.org.

Center for Emergency
Preparedness and Disaster Response

YALE NEwW HAVEN
HEALTH

Preparedness: New (Continued)

e The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has announced that Purdue and Rutgers
Universities will lead a new Center of Excellence for Command, Control and
Interoperability. According to a release from the federal department today, the center will
receive a multi-year grant of up to $5 million per year over a period of six years. This
center will conduct research and develop technologies, tools and advanced methods for
information analysis, knowledge management and threat assessment, among other
things. Purdue will lead the center's focus on visualization sciences. Rutgers will be the
lead for the data sciences. For additional information about the Centers, please visit:
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/200903301754/NEW S09/90330026.

Radio frequency identification (RFID) devices have widely been
used for tracking for years; recently, scientists from U.S.
Department of Energy's (DOE) Argonne National Laboratory have
developed a unique tracking technology that also monitors the
environmental and physical conditions of containers of nuclear
materials in storage and transportation. The Argonne system can
simultaneously monitor thousands of drums 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Any abnormal situation, such a loss of seal, a
sudden shock, a rise in temperature or humidity, can trigger an
Y alarm for immediate action. For more information about these

. - | devices, please visit:

Credit: EOE/Argonne National Lab  hittp://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090324151951.htm.

CDC has posted a new 18-minute skills training
video: Screening People for External Contamination:
How to Use Hand-held Radiation Survey
Equipment. This video demonstrates how to screen
people for external contamination using a handheld Gelger Mueller
Detector. The program is designed for individuals assigned to conduct
mass screening for contamination from radioactive materials following a
large-scale incident. The program may be used as pre-incident training
or intra-incident just in time training. Supplementary training material on utilization of ion
chambers and alpha scintillation detectors is provided. To view this video, please visit:
http://emergency.cdc.gov/radiation/screeningvideos/.

Individuals affected by the flooding that began on March 16, 2009,
are urged to begin cleaning up their homes and personal property
as soon as possible. Officials from Minnesota’'s Homeland Security
Emergency Management (HSEM) and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) emphasize that it is not necessary
to wait for an inspection before beginning this. FEMA proves a list
: of precautions to take when entering a structure that has been

flooded. For this list and other flood-related materials, please visit:
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=47862.

New Concept for New York, New Jersey Storm

Barriers: New

"1 The British engineering firm Harlow offered a new concept for
protecting New York City and parts of the New Jersey coast
against storm surges. The New York-New Jersey Outer Harbor
Gateway involves a five-mile flood defense extending between the
Rockaway Peninsula and Sandy Hook, plus the reinforcement of
some 10 miles of the natural defenses along these low-lying
peninsulas. The barrier would include two gates in the main
navigation channel, with each gate having two leaves, each
measuring the length of a football field. The barrier would also
include smaller gates for two secondary navigation channels and
50 sluice gates, each 80 feet across. The concept would allow for
a road to run along the top of the causeway connecting the two
states. Halcrow's concept is based on a similar project that the
company has been involved with in St. Petersburg, where the
Russian government has funded a 15-mile-long barrier, which is
due for completion in 2010. Please visit http://www.hsdailywire.com/single.php?id=7725 for
additional details.

Credit: NY Department of
Environmental Conservation
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Protecting the
Healthcare Workforce

Ensuring that all
W of your staff
know how to
protect
themselves

i during a disaster
in WhICh they may be exposed to a chemical,
biological or radiological substance is an
important factor in their decision to come to
work and fulfill their role in a disaster and your
facility’s ability to provide ongoing health care
services. OSHA requires that employees
performing certain functions complete training
programs that prepare them to don and doff
appropriate levels of personal protective
equipment (PPE) and recognize when such
precautions may be necessary. YNH-CEPDR
has developed a comprehensive suite of
courses that addresses these OSHA
requirements and provides an effective method
to train your staff in proper PPE procedures.
Whether your need is for fit testing N95
respirators or operations-level PPE and
decontamination training for your
decontamination team, YNH-CEPDR has a
solution for yopur organization. For more

information, please contact center@ynhh.org

Programs and Services

Cemer for Emargancy
and Disaster A

YALE NEw HAVEN
HEALTH

A/

YNH-CEPDR is committed to developing and
delivering effective and scaleable services
that advance health care planning,
preparedness and response for emergencies
and disasters. YNH-CEPDR offers the
following services to hospitals, other health
care delivery organizations, emergency
management professionals, the business
community and others.

e ASSESSMENTS: Hazard
Vulnerability Analysis, Business
Impact Analysis and Gap Analysis

. PLANNING: Emergency
management plans, emergency
operations plans and business
continuity plans

e EDUCATION and TRAINING:
Course development and course
delivery in various modalities
(including web-based)

e DRILLS and EXERCISES: Design,
development, facilitation and
evaluation

For additional information about these services,
please contact us at (203) 688-3224 or
center@ynhh.org , or visit our web site at
http://www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency/
index.html.

Electr|C|ty Grld in U.S. Penetrated By Spies: New

Cyberspies have penetrated the U.S. electrical grid and left
. behind software programs that could be used to disrupt the
¢ system, according to current and former national security
officials.The spies, from China, Russia and other countries,
= were believed to be on a mission to navigate the U.S.

electrical system and its controls. There was no damage the power grid or other key
infrastructure, but officials warned they could try during a crisis or war. This activity is not
without precedent: Last year, a senior Central Intelligence Agency official, Tom Donahue,
told a meeting of utility company representatives in New Orleans that a cyberattack had
taken out power equipment in multiple regions outside the U.S. The outage was followed with
extortion demands, he said. To read more about these incidents, please visit:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123914805204099085.html#articleT abs=article.

Air Force Bases Are at Risk: New

Many key U.S. Air Force bases and organizations never
adequately created or tested plans about how to continue
essential operations in case of a terrorist attack or natural
disasters from earthquakes to tornadoes. Pentagon inspectors
concluded after looking at such plans - or lack of them - at
bases nationwide that the Air Force does not have "reasonable
assurance that operations could continue during emergencies
and other contingencies." The lack of preparation, the report
concluded, meant "Essential operational units were at
increased risk for mission degradation or failure in a crisis or
situation disrupting normal operations." For more information,
please visit:
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705295321/Air-Force-
bases-are-at-risk-report-says.html .

Credit: NASA

Dlsasters around the World: New

=== In antipation of a flood crest of 35 feet or more along the Red River
-\ during the period from April 16-18, the City of Fargo began stacking
sandbags for the second time in just over two weeks. The National
« Weather Service issued a flood warning on April 7th predicting that
melting snow - and possibly rain - will start to raise river levels on the
- Red River south of Oslo, Minnesota, this week. The city hoped to fill 1
million, sandbags, bringing the total of 4 million made since the flood
started. For updates on this situation, please visit:
http /lwww.cnn.com/2009/US/weather/04/08/north.dakota.flood/index.html?eref=rss_topstories.

High wmds and thunderstorms that arrived during the late evening
of April 9" causing devastating wildfires in Oklahoma and Texas
and spinning off fatal tornadoes that devastated towns in Arkansas
and Tennessee. At least three people died in fires in Texas, and
five in the tornadoes, and hundreds of homes were damaged or
; destroyed. The towns of Mena AR and Murfreesboro TN were
particularly hard hit by the tornadoes. For further information on these events, please visit:
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/11/us/11storms.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss.

The collapse of a dam in a suburb of Jakarta has left at least 200
people dead, many of them students from a local university. The
2:00 a.m. collapse unleashed a flash flood with a volume equaling
800 Olympic-sized swimming pools covering the area within 10
t minutes. The high-ground dam, which burst its banks, was
originally built to help control city floods but in recent years that
= - original function has been dangerously ignored as the lake was
kept full for recreatlonal use. For the latest information on this disaster, please visit:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/03/30/2529353.htm.

asErsTRl The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) reported a magnltude 6.3
i earthquake struck Central Italy at 3:32 am on April 6™. The
tremor, which caused 287 deaths, was centered in the town of
L'Aquila in the Abruzzo region, 55 miles northeast of Rome.
The area continues to experience frequent aftershocks of
magnitude 4-5 or greater. To read the initial report of this
v event, please visit:
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=1027840
88&ft=1&f=1004.

Magnitude 6.3
arthquake
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Education and Training

Cou rses: Updated

Y The Yale New
~ .= =%a.:Haven Center
for Emergency
Preparedness
and Disaster
Response
| (YNH-CEPDR)
is pleased to
announce that
previews for
National Incident Management System (NIMS)
courses are available at
http://ynhhs.emergencyeducation.org/. YNH-
CEPDR is committed to ensuring that our
courses remain current with applicable federal
and accrediting agency requirements. The
current course updates’ meet the requirements
outlined in the FEMA February 2008 National
Incident Management System (NIMS): Five-
Year NIMS Training Plan.

e EM 108: Emergency Preparedness for
Healthcare with NIMS (New) Hospitals and
many healthcare organizations are still
required to implement the National Incident
Management System (NIMS) education and
training for appropriate personnel. YNH-
CEPDR has developed Emergency
Preparedness for Healthcare Professionals
with NIMS (EM 108) as an equivalent IS 700
NIMS course. This course is time-efficient
and relevant to public health, hospital and
healthcare workers. The course provides
information and action steps all employees
can take to ensure a work environment
prepared for disasters.

e EM 141: Role of the Medical / Technical
Specialist during an Incident (New)
A course which explores the roles and
responsibilities of medical and technical
specialists when the ICS has been activated
and includes an interactive case study.
During a disaster, members of the command
or general staff may require additional
information about chemical, biological,
radiological or nuclear (CBRN) emergencies,
information technology or legal issues, which
a designated medical or technical specialist
can provide.

e EM 142: Incident Command Systems for
Healthcare with NIMS (New) This course is
designed to help healthcare leaders
understand their role in managing
continuous care for patients in the event of
an emergency or disaster and to meet the
federal requirements for IS 100.HC, An
Introduction to Incident Command System
and IS 200.HC, Applying Incident Command
System to Healthcare Organizations. EM
142 is designed for all those who may serve
in a leadership role in a healthcare
organization during an emergency
or disaster

Dlsasters around the World: New (Continued)

Twenty-one people were killed in a fire at a hostel for homeless
people in north-western Poland. Another 20 were injured in the
blaze in the town of Kamien Pomorski, 37 miles east of the border
e~ with Germany, The inferno, which began in the middle of the night,
@ caused many of the residents to jump from upper floors of the
three-story building. At least 77 people were registered at the
hostel, waiting for the local authority to provide them with housing. For more information,
please visit: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7996390.stm.

Alaska's Mount Redoubt volcano is currently at an alert level of
ORANGE, indicating ongoing eruptive activity. The current activity
| began with a series of eruptions on March 22", The Alaska
' Volcano Observatory reports a lava dome is currently growing in
the summit crater, accompanied by intermittent emissions of
volcanic gases and minor amounts of ash. Additional explosive
events are likely and could send ash to greater than 30,000 feet
: above sea level. The potential for lahars (volcanic mudflows) and
other ﬂoodlng down the Drift River Valley remains, as does the potential for trace to minor
ash fall on communities near Redoubt. For the most current information, please visit:
http://www.avo.alaska.edu/activity/Redoubt.php.

The National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) has set Preparedness
Level | (minimal large fire activity is occurring nationally; most
geographic areas have low to moderate fire danger and require little or
no commitment of national resources). Significant fire activity was
reported over the past week. Eighteen large fires continue to burn over
99,000 acres in Florida, Oklahoma, Minnesota and Texas. To review
the current fire situation in your area, please visit:
http://www.nifc.gov/fire_info/nfn.htm.

The Tropical Meteorology Project at Colorado State University,
headed by Dr. William Gray anticipates 14 named storms forming
in the Atlantic basin between June 1 and November 30. Seven of
the 14 storms are predicted to become hurricanes, and of those
seven, three are expected to develop into intense or major
. hurricanes (Saffir/Simpson category 3-4-5) with sustained winds of
lll mph or greater. To read the entire report, please visit:
http://hurricane.atmos.colostate.edu/Forecasts/2008/dec2008/dec2008. pdf.

e While there is no significant tropical activity in the Northwest, Eastern or Central Pacific
areas, or in the Southern Hemisphere/W estern/South Pacific areas, there is a fair chance
that a developing tropical system 440 MN east of Chennai, India (Indian Ocean) will
strengthened into a named cyclone within the next 24 hours. For further developments,
please visit: https //metocph.nmci.navy.mil/jtwc.php. The Atlantic Hurricane season will
begin June 1%

| According to a new study, the glaciers on Mt. Hood in Oregon and
f Mt. Rainier in Washington are melting, and regional rain storms
are getting bigger. The change in climate appears to be increasing
the risk of large debris flows and massive flooding on rivers that
drain the mountains. A slurry of mud and boulders, sometimes as
big as cars, can flow down the steep mountain slopes, tearing at
narrow canyon walls and uprooting huge stands of forest in its
path. There is historic precedent for hugely destructive flows that coursed 30 to 40 miles
down local waterways. If such an event happened today it could devastate the town of
Orting, Wash. and even threaten the rapidly developing outskirts of the city of Tacoma. For
additional information on this threat, please visit:
http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2009/04/02/mountain-mud-flow.html.

FEMA has declared one area in the United States as a
disaster area and eligible for assistance in recovery.
FEMA Minnesota was declared a disaster area due to severe
winter storms and flooding beginning on March 15" and
continuing now. For further information and instructions
for applying, please visit: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=11328. Additionally,
multiple Fire Management Assistance Declarations have been issued for ongoing wildfire

activity in Texas (10) and Oklahoma (5). For information on these events, please visit
http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.fema.

b
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Education and Training Courses: Updated (Continued)

YNH-CEPDR also offers a number of offerings that address important issues in healthcare preparedness, such as Special Populations,
Protection of the Healthcare Workforce and compliance with Joint Commission, OSHA and CMS regulations. These courses may also be
previewed at http://ynhhs.emergencyeducation.org/. YNH-CEPDR is committed to ensuring that our courses remain timely and current with best
practices and cutting-edge content.

EM 106: Emergency Preparedness for Healthcare — At Work and At Home (New) Emergency preparedness is the responsibility of every
healthcare employee. Whether meeting The Joint Commission, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services requirements or ensuring that
employees will come to work during a disaster, emergency preparedness training is essential. This awareness-level course will provide the
information and action steps all employees can take to ensure a work environment prepared for disasters and is recommended for all hospital
and healthcare employees.

EM 120: Best Practices for the Protection of Hospital-Based First Receivers. Information topics include special threats from specific
agents; levels of biological, chemical and radiological protection and isolation; various levels of respiratory protection; principles of
decontamination; decontamination procedures; mental health concerns regarding decontamination; and personal safety issues

regarding decontamination.

EM 121: N95 Respirator and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Training for Healthcare Workers. Information topics include reasons
for respirator and personal protective equipment (PPE) use; proper methods for inspecting, donning and doffing a respirator and PPE; the
effective use of a respirator and PPE; and common errors made in respirator and PPE use.

EM 122: N95 Respirator Fit Tester Training. Information topics include identifying the need to conduct the N95 respirator fit test; conducting
a fit test for N95 respirator use; and performing proper inspection and disposal of respirators.

EM 210: Advanced Radiological Emergency Preparedness for Clinicians (New) This course is designed for clinicians with an interest in
understanding radiation concepts, the medical effects of radiation on biological systems, radiation countermeasures and essential elements
for dealing with radiological and nuclear emergencies in the healthcare environment.

EM 220: Best Practices for the Protection of Hospital-Based First Receivers, Operations Level Information topics include preparation
for healthcare workers, such as emergency department clerks and clinicians who are assigned to work in the contaminant-free areas but who
may need to identify possible risks associated with unannounced patients; preparation for healthcare workers with designated roles for
contaminant removal or who will be working in areas that are considered to be contaminated (training includes proper use of protective
equipment); and preparation for hazardous materials specialists, including radiation safety officers.

EM 250: Small Victims, Big Challenges: Pediatric Triage, Treatment and Recovery for Emergencies (New) A course which introduces
clinicians acting as first receivers to the unique challenges encountered with children in a disaster. Children represent a special subset of
individuals at-risk as they have unique physiological and pharmacological considerations. The federal Pandemic and All-Hazards
Preparedness Act (PAHPA) encourages the Department of Health and Human Services to promote appropriate pre-disaster activities at the
state and local levels to address the medical health needs of children.

EM 260: Geriatric Preparedness, Triage and Treatment in Disasters (New) A course that introduces clinicians acting as first receivers to
the unique challenges encountered with the elderly in a disaster. Senior citizens represent a special subset of individuals at-risk as they have
unique physiological and pharmacological considerations. The federal Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA) encourages the
Department of Health and Human Services to promote appropriate pre-disaster activities at the state and local levels to address the medical
health needs of the elderly.

For more information on any of our courses or to develop a customized course for your specific needs,
please contact us at (203) 688-3224 or center@ynhh.org.

NP YaLe New HAVEN
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Upcoming Training and Education

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION
Teleconference
Emerging and Resurging Infectious Diseases:
2009 Update For additional information or to register a
4/21/09 1:00 pm-2:00 pm site, please visit:
Sponsored by the Association of Public Health https://www.aphlinet.org/eweb/Dynamicpa
Laboratories ge.aspx?webcode=Eventinfo&evt_key=a8
2276a8-fff6-49a0-98d5-86805c403f8a.
. Hilton-Chicago
The Natlonalcgrzrgiﬁgggo?gEmergency 720 South Michigan Avenue
4/22/09 Chicago, IL 60605
2324/09 See Website Sponsored by The Department of Homeland Please Register at:
Security’s Office of Emergency Communications https://luxlead.luxcg.com/LuxL EAD/DHS/o
(OEC)
ecNatConf/openEnroll.aspx.
University of Tennessee Health Sciences
Disaster Medicine 201: Post-Earthquake Medical | Center, 8 South Dunlap Street, Memphis,
5/7/09 Challenges in the New Madrid Seismic Zone TN 38163
to See Website ; .
5/8/09 Sponsored by the Central United States htto:// Please re/glst_ert at/. ister.ph
Earthquake Consortium p://www.cusec.org rfms er/register.php
?id_evt=70.
American Medical Association
Conference Room 3C
Standards of Care During a Mass Casualty Event
5/7/09 8:00 am-4:00 pm 515 North State Street
Sponsored by the Institute of Medicine
Chicago, IL 60654
Please register at:
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/isc-
registration/public/default.asp?event=319
E8216.
NIMS, Joint Commission and OSHA Training Free Program
Requirements Webinar Register by May 8, 2009.
5/14/09 1:00 pm - 1:45 PM Attendance is limited to 50 participants. To

Hosted and sponsored by The Yale New Haven

Center for Emergency Preparedness and Disaster

Response

register, please contact (203) 688-2567 or
email rebecca.cohen@ynhh.orqg .



https://www.aphlnet.org/eweb/Dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=EventInfo&evt_key=a82276a8-fff6-49a0-98d5-86805c403f8a
https://luxlead.luxcg.com/LuxLEAD/DHS/oecNatConf/openEnroll.aspx
http://www.cusec.org/register/register.php?id_evt=70
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/isc-registration/public/default.asp?event=319
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/isc-registration/public/default.asp?event=319E8216
mailto:rebecca.cohen@ynhh.org
mailto:center@ynhh.org
http://www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Christopher M. Cannon Elaine Forte Anthony Tomassoni, MD Joe Filakovsky, DNP, APRN
National Director Deputy Director, Operations Medical Director ECP Coordinator
(203) 688-3224 (203) 688-3391 (203) 688-3224 (203) 688-4486
christopher.cannon@ynhh.org elaine.forte@ynhh.org anthony.tomassoni@ynhh.org joseph.filakovsky@ynhh.org
James Paturas PEIIE Ward Louise-Marie Dembry, MD Mark Schneider

- Deputy Director, ) - ;
Deputy Director, Network Development and Associate Medical Director Program Manager,
Clinical Services Contracting (203) 688-4634 Education and Training
(203) 688-3496 (203) 688-4473 louise- (203) 688-2577
james.paturas@ynhh.org Tl L marie.dembry@ynhh.org mark.schneider@ynhh.org
YNH-CEPDR West Coast Office: YNH-CEPDR Central Office:
Kevin M. Storm, NREMT-P Deanna Bourgeault
(650) 312-1196 (214) 648-9450
kevin.storm@ynhh.org deanna.bourgeault@ynhh.org

Preparedness Report Archive: http://www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency/commu/archives.html

One Church Street, 5" Floor e New Haven, CT 06510 e Tel. (203) 688-3224  Fax (203) 688-4618
center@ynhh.org ¢ www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency

US DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) CONTACT:

Paul Ford
Acting Regional Administrator
FEMA Region One
(617) 956-7566
paul.ford@dhs.gov

99 High Street o 6" Floor e Boston, MA 02110

http://www.fema.gov/

US DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES CONTACTS:

Gary J. Kleinman, EMT-P
Region | Regional Emergency Coordinator
(617) 777-6444
gary.kleinman@hhs.gov

Gregory T. Banner, MS, CEM Mark C. N. Libby, RN

Region | Regional Emergency Coordinator Region | Regional Emergency Coordinator
(617) 777-6404 (617) 777-6458

gregory.banner@hhs.gov mark.libby@hhs.gov

JFK Federal Building, Room 2100 ¢ 15 New Sudbury Street e Boston, MA 02203

US Department of Health and Human Services 24x7 Operations Center
hhs.soc@hhs.gov e (202) 619-7800 e http://www.hhs.gov/disasters/
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