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Avian Influenza: New (Continued) 
The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) 
reported that there are twenty one million doses of H5N1 vaccine stockpiled 
with a goal of forty million by 2011. This stockpile will be sufficient to meet 
the need for pre-pandemic use by twenty million people in the “critical 
workforce,” those who are essential to continuity of operations during a 
pandemic. The goal for the public is to have six hundred million doses, 
enough to cover all U.S. citizens within six months of a pandemic 
declaration. BARDA has also reached 100% of its federal goal of stockpiling 
fifty million antiviral treatment courses in the Strategic National Stockpile. 
For additional information on BARDA and its programs, please visit: 
http://www.hhs.gov/aspr/barda/index.html.  
 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 
released an online storybook containing narratives from 
survivors, families and friends about one of the largest 
scourges ever on human kind – the 1918 influenza pandemic 
that killed millions of people around the world. The storybook 
provides valuable insight for public health officials preparing 
for the possibility of another pandemic some time in our 
future.This year marks the 90th anniversary of the 1918  

influenza pandemic. The Internet storybook contains about 50 stories from individuals from 
24 states around the country as well as photos and narrative videos from the storytellers.  
Readers may post their own personal recollections of the 1918, 1957 and 1968 pandemics. 
To view the storybook, please visit: http://www.pandemicflu.gov/storybook/index.html. 
 

Hurricane Related Information: New 
CDC is directly involved in recovery efforts in Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas 
and Haiti. The agency has deployed medical doctors, key emergency 
management officials, and environmental health professionals to work with 
state and local officials, HHS and FEMA in those states to address critical 
health threats. In Texas, CDC and partners are operating four Federal 
Medical Stations, which provide medical and pharmaceutical care to  
evacuees. For more information, please visit: 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/2008/22sep2008.asp. 
 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has created a web site, 
Historical Hurricane Tracks- Coastal Population Tool.  Knowing how many people live, 
work and vacation in your coastal community is imperative for planning and conducting 
emergency response and recovery activities. Viewing population and storm data together 
will help minimize uncertainties and empower communities to become better prepared to 
deal with meteorological hazards. Graphs have been developed to show population 
change by decade for the period 1900-2000 (if available) versus hurricane strikes (1900-
2007) for coastal counties from Texas to Maine. To access the tool, please visit: 
http://maps.csc.noaa.gov/hurricanes/pop.jsp?PopStormStates=FL&PopStormCounty. 

 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless, poisonous gas that can 
cause sudden illness and death if present in sufficient concentration in the 
ambient air.  When power outages occur during emergencies such as 
hurricanes or winter storms, the use of alternative sources of fuel or 
electricity for heating, cooling or cooking can cause CO to build up in a 
home, garage or camper and poison the people and animals inside.   

Generators, grills, camp stoves or other gasoline, propane, natural gas or charcoal-burning 
devices should never be used inside a home, basement, garage, or camper  or even outside 
near an open window or window air conditioner. To learn more about the danger of carbon 
monoxide after a hurricane, please visit http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/co_guidance.asp. 
 

After a disaster such as a hurricane or flooding, there is a significant 
risk of animal or insect related illness and injury. The CDC has 
prepared a fact sheet “Protect Yourself from Animal- and Insect-
related Hazards after a Disaster.” The sheet discusses mosquito, 
rodent and reptile related dangers. For copy of the fact sheet, please 
visit http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/animalhazards/facts.asp. : 

 

US DHHS Region I (New 
England) Emergency 
Planning Office (Office of 
the Assistant Secretary 
for Preparedness and 
Response – ASPR) 
    
The following resources are identified to assist 
your preparedness activities: 
  
Highlighted Resources: New 
Disaster Recovery: Past Experiences Offer 
Insights for Recovering from Hurricanes Ike and 
Gustav and Other Recent Natural Disasters 
http://www.gao.gov/highlights/d081120high.pdf.  
 
Emergency Management and Medical Web Sites 
http://www.ynhhs.org/emergency/US_DHHS_w
eb_sites.pdf. 
 

Make the difference!: New 
Many people ask themselves, “What can I do 
that will make a difference?” You can make a 
big difference to your state, your community 
and your neighbors by getting involved as a  
disaster volunteer in Connecticut’s 
Emergency Credentialing Program for 
Healthcare Professionals. 
 

This is a program of 
pre-credentialed 
volunteers from many 
disciplines who have 
offered to respond 
when a natural or 
manmade event 
overwhelms a facility, 
region or state. 
Volunteers who agree 
to assist are offered 
facility and event 
specific “just-in time” 
training to assist them 
to function in their new 
setting and volunteers 
are covered for liability 
and workers’ 
compensation. 

 

Please visit our web site at www.ct-esar-vhp.org 
to see if this program is for you. Enrollment is 
done online, and basic disaster related 
education is provided. If you have any 
questions, please contact us at ecp@ynhh.org,  
or call Joseph Filakovsky, DNP, APRN, 
Emergency Credentialing Program Coordinator 
at (203) 688-4468. 
 

YNH-CEPDR Positions 
Available 
YNH-CEPDR has an opening for an Emergency 
Management Specialist. Please contact YNH-
CEPDR at (203) 688-3224 or center@ynhh.org for  
more information, or apply online at 
http://www.ynhhscareers.org/. 

Questions, Comments, Suggestions or to Subscribe 
For questions, comments, suggestions or to subscribe to the Preparedness Report, please e-mail 

us at center@ynhh.org. www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency 

Credit: CDC 
 

Credit: NACCHO 
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http://www.ynhhs.org/emergency/US_DHHS_web_sites.pdf
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mailto:center@ynhh.org
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Preparedness: New 
DHS announced last week approximately $29 million in grants to 
prevent a radiological/nuclear attack in the New York City metropolitan 
area by enhancing regional capabilities to detect and interdict illicit 
radioactive materials. The award includes the participation of key 
stakeholders, including the State of New York, the State of New Jersey, 
the State of Connecticut, the N.Y. counties of Nassau, Suffolk,  

Westchester, and Rockland, the City of New York Fire Department, the New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection, the New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection, the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Port Authority 
of New York/New Jersey, and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. To read the official 
press release, please visit:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1221602938361.shtm.  
 

Persons with communicable diseases who travel on commercial aircraft 
can pose a risk for infection to the traveling public. In June 2007, 
federal agencies developed a public health Do Not Board (DNB) list, 
enabling domestic and international public health officials to request 
that persons with communicable diseases who meet specific criteria 
and pose a serious threat to the public be restricted from boarding  

commercial aircraft departing from or arriving in the United States. The public health DNB list 
is managed by CDC and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). To describe the 
experience with the public health DNB list since its inception, CDC analyzed data from June 
2007 to May 2008. This report summarizes the results of that analysis, Please go to 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5737a1.htm to view the entire summary. 
 

The FBI’s Terrorist Screening Center (TSC) recently celebrated its five-
year-anniversary. The Center, formed in 2003  in response to a 
presidential directive (HSPD-6) to create and manage a single watch list 
of suspected terrorists has grown to a staff of more than 350 people who 
analyze tens of thousands of calls a year. The “encounters,” as they are 
called—by Border Patrol officers; airlines; local, federal, and state law 
enforcement; the State Department—are vetted against names in the  

TSC’s comprehensive database. Please visit the TSC web site at 
http://www.fbi.gov/terrorinfo/counterrorism/tsc.htm.  
 

Individuals with disabilities are especially 
vulnerable during times of emergency and the U.S. 
Department of Labor's Office of Disability 
Employment Policy (ODEP), in partnership with 21 
other federal agencies, has established an online  

resource for information on emergency preparedness, particularly as it relates to weather. To 
access this resource, please visit:  
http://www.disabilityinfo.gov/digov-public/public/DisplayPage.do?parentFolderId=213.  
 

A new U.S. Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) report suggests that major disaster relief 
volunteer organizations are not prepared to 
respond to a large-scale emergency or terrorist  

attack, the Washington Post reports. The 78-page report specifically examines the capabilities 
of the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Southern Baptist Convention, Catholic 
Charities USA and United Way of America, finding that none of the organizations could 
adequately respond to a mass-casualty event without government or other assistance. To 
read the Washington Post article, please visit: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091703628.html. To view the GAO report, please 
visit: http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08823.pdf.  
 

The largest earthquake drill in United States history will take place 
from November 12-16, 2008. The Great Southern California 
Shakeout is organized to inspire Southern Californians to get 
ready for big earthquakes and to  
prevent disasters from becoming  
catastrophes. The scenario is  

based on a potential magnitude 7.8 earthquake on the  
southern San Andreas Fault - approximately 5,000 times  
larger than the magnitude 5.4 earthquake that shook  
Southern California on July 29, 2008. To register or request  
more information, please visit http://www.shakeout.org/. 
 

Seasonal Influenza: New 
The CDC has 
announced the week 
of December 8-14, 
2008, as National 
Influenza Vaccination 
Week. This event is 
designed to highlight  

the importance of continuing influenza (flu) 
vaccination, as well as foster greater use of flu 
vaccine through the months of November, 
December and beyond. For media rsources, a 
list of scheduled events and a flu clinic locator,  
please visit: 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/NIVW/index.htm.  
 
 
 

 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
today announced that it has approved this 
year's seasonal influenza vaccines that include 
new strains of the virus likely to cause flu in the 
United States during the 2008-2009 season. 
This season's vaccines contain three strains of  
the influenza virus and include an 
A/Brisbane/59/2007 (H1N1)-like virus, an 
A/Brisbane/10/2007 (H3N2)-like virus and a 
B/Florida/4/2006-like virus. This news brief can 
be read by going to 
http://74.125.45.104/search?q=cache:http://fda.
gov/bbs/topics/news/2008/new01872.html. The  
FDA changed all three strains for this year's 
influenza vaccine, an unusual occurrence, as 
usually only one or two strains are updated from 
year to year. A list of the strains included in the  
2008-2009 vaccine can be found at 
http://www.fda.gov/cber/flu/flu2008.htm. 
 

Protecting the  
Healthcare Workforce 

Ensuring that all of 
your staff knows how 
to protect themselves 
during a disaster in 
which they may be  
exposed to a 
chemical, biological  

or radiological substance is an important factor 
in their decision to come to work and fulfill their 
role in a disaster and to your facility’s ability to 
provide ongoing healthcare services. OSHA 
requires that employees performing certain 
functions complete training programs that 
prepare them to don and doff appropriate levels 
of personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
recognize when such precautions may be 
necessary. YNH-CEPDR has developed a 
comprehensive suite of courses that addresses 
these OSHA requirements and provides an 
effective method to train your staff in proper 
PPE procedures. Whether your need is for fit 
testing N95 respirators or operations-level PPE 
and decontamination training for your 
decontamination team, YNH-CEPDR has a 
solution for your organization. For more 
information, please contact center@ynhh.org. 
 

Ground shaking during a magnitude 7.8 
earthquake on the southern San Andreas 
fault; red indicates areas of strongest 
ground shaking 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/NIVW/index.htm
http://74.125.45.104/search?q=cache:http://fda.gov/bbs/topics/news/2008/new01872.html
http://www.fda.gov/cber/flu/flu2008.htm
mailto:center@ynhh.org
http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1221602938361.shtm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5737a1.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/terrorinfo/counterrorism/tsc.htm
http://www.disabilityinfo.gov/digov-public/public/DisplayPage.do?parentFolderId=213
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08823.pdf
http://www.shakeout.org/
mailto:center@ynhh.org
http://www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091703628.html
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Disasters around the World: New 
As the cleanup continues on the Gulf coast after 
Hurricane Ike, the Atlantic/Gulf hurricane sectors remain 
free of storms that can pose a threat to the United 
States. Earlier in the week, Hurricane Kyle was 
threatening the state of Maine with hurricane force winds 
for the first time in the last thirty years. The storm veered 
off toward the Canadian Maritimes instead. Presently, 
tropical storm Laura, with 40 mile per hour winds is off 
the coast of Newfoundland and is predicted to make  

landfall in the northern United Kingdom on Sunday. For a summary of this storm, 
please visit: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/index.shtml?.  
 

Typhoon Jangmi roared toward eastern China on 
September 29th after lashing Taiwan with torrential rains 
and powerful winds that killed two people and injured 
more than 30. Power was cut to 86,000 households as 
the area was hit by gusts of up to 140 miles per hour,  
the highest level the Central Weather bureau's 
equipment could measure. To read more about this  
storm, please visit: 
http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/09/28/taiwan.t
yphoon.jangmi.ap/index.html.  
 
Texas, Louisiana and Alabama have been declared 
federal disaster areas due to the effects of Hurricane
Ike, with severe flooding, wind and infrastructure 
damage over the past week. Puerto Rico has also been 
declared a federal disaster area as well due to  

continuing severe flooding following a tropical disturbance that remained stationary 
for three days. Finally, Alaska was declared a federal disaster area after experiencing 
severe storms, flooding, landslides, and mudslides during the period of July 27 to 
August 6, 2008.  For more information on these events, visit FEMA at  
http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=10570  (Texas), 
http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=10571 (Louisiana), 
http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=10669 (Alabama), 
http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=10688 (Puerto Rico) and 
http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=10668 (Alaska)  
 

As reported in AHA News Now (9/30/08), hospitals
devastated by the recent hurricanes in Louisiana and 
Texas will be exempt from submitting certain outpatient 
quality data to receive a full Medicare payment update,  
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
announced today. The waiver applies to hospital  
outpatient clinical process measures for second-quarter 
2008 for all hospitals in counties designated as directly 
affected by the storms. To receive the data submission 
waiver, hospitals must submit a disaster waiver form. 
There is no data validation required for second-quarter 
outpatient data, so no validation waiver is required.  

Hospitals in counties not designated as directly affected by the storms can request an 
outpatient data submission waiver from CMS’ Regional Division of Quality 
Improvement. On Friday, CMS waived certain inpatient data submission and 
validation requirements for hospitals affected by the hurricanes.  
 

A magnitude 7.0 earthquake was detected on Monday, 
September 29, 2008 at 11:19 a.m. (EDT) with an 
epicenter 45 miles SSE of Raoul Island, Kermadec 
Islands or 650 miles NE of Auckland, New Zealand. No 
Pacific-wide tsunami was anticipated or occurred. 
Complete information on this event may be accessed at 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/recenteqsww/Quake
s/us2008xna6.php.  

 

Education and Training 
Courses. 
EM 120: Best Practices for the Protection of 
Hospital-Based First Receivers.  

Information topics 
include special threats 
from specific agents; 
levels of biological, 
chemical and  

radiological protection and isolation; various 
levels of respiratory protection; principles of 
decontamination; decontamination 
procedures; mental health concerns 
regarding decontamination; and personal 
safety issues regarding decontamination. For 
more information, please contact us at  
(203) 688-3224 or center@ynhh.org. 
 
EM 121: N95 Respirator and Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) Training for 
Healthcare Workers.  

Information topics include 
reasons for respirator and 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) use; proper methods for  

inspecting, donning and doffing a respirator 
and PPE; the effective use of a respirator and 
PPE; and common errors made in respirator 
and PPE use. For more information, please 
contact us at (203) 688-3224 or 
center@ynhh.org. 
 
EM 122: N95 Respirator Fit Tester Training. 

Information topics include 
identifying the need to 
conduct the N95 respirator 
fit test; conducting a fit  

test for N95 respirator use; and performing 
proper inspection and disposal of respirators. 
For more information, please contact us at 
(203) 688-3224 or center@ynhh.org. 
 
EM 220: Best Practices for the Protection 
of Hospital-Based First Receivers, 
Operations Level.  

Information topics 
include preparation for 
healthcare workers, 
such as emergency 
department clerks and  

clinicians who are assigned to work in the 
contaminant-free areas but who may need to 
identify possible risks associated with 
unannounced patients; preparation for 
healthcare workers with designated roles for 
contaminant removal or who will be working 
in areas that are considered to be 
contaminated (training includes proper use of 
protective equipment); and preparation for 
hazardous materials specialists, including 
radiation safety officers. For more 
information, please contact us at  
(203) 688-3224 or center@ynhh.org. 
 

Hurricane preparations in Maine 
Credit: AP/Robert F. Bukaty 

Resue workers survey landslide 
Credit: Reuters/Nicky Loh 

Earthquake off New Zealand 
Credit: AFP/Sam Yeh 
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DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

10.08.08 See Web site 

International Day  for Disaster Reduction:  
Hospitals Safe from Disasters 
 
Sponsored by the International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction and the World Health 
Organization with support from the World Bank 

For More Information visit: 
http://www.safehospitals.info/. 

10.21.08 1:00-2:00 p.m. (EST) 

COCA Conference Call: Public Legal 
Preparedness 
 
Sponsored by the Centers for Diseae Control and 
Prevention 

Materials to be available soon. Please 
check for updates at 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp  

10.27.08 
to 
10.28.08 

See Web site 

 
Altered Standards of Care & Surge Capacity 
Conference: Mass Casualty Management in 
Times of Crisis 
 
Sponsored by Government Horizons and 
Homeland Defense Journal in partnership with 
Martin, Blanck and Asociates 
 

Capitol Hilton 
1001 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 
 
For more information, please visit:  
http://www.governmenthorizons.org/Surge
CapacityConference/.  

11.06.08 12:00-1:30 p.m.(EST) 

“Lessons Learned From the Field of Emergency 
Preparedness” – A free webcast 
 
Sponsored by the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality 

 
To register, please go to:  https://ahrq-
kt.webex.com/mw0305l/mywebex/default.
do?nomenu=true&siteurl=ahrq-
kt&service=6&main_url=https://ahrq-
kt.webex.com/ec0600l/eventcenter/event/
eventAction.do?theAction=detail&confVie
wID=128670223&siteurl=ahrq-kt&&&  
(note: you will need to hit the “back” button 
on the screen to access the  
registration site) 
 

11.16.09 
to 
11.19.08 

See Web site 

 
International Conference on Rebuilding 
Sustainable Communities for Children and Their 
Families After Disasters 
 
Sponsored by the College of Public and 
Community Service, University of Massachusetts 
at Boston 
 

University of Massachusetts 
Boston Campus Center 
Boston, MA 
 
Fore more information, please visit 
www.cpcs.umb.edu/rsccfd. 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 

Programs and Services 
YNH-CEPDR is committed to developing and delivering effective and scaleable services that advance healthcare 
planning, preparedness and response for emergencies and disasters. YNH-CEPDR offers the following services  
to hospitals, other healthcare delivery organizations, emergency management professionals, the business 
community and others. 

   

• ASSESSMENTS:  Hazard Vulnerability Analysis, Business Impact Analysis and Gap Analysis 
• PLANNING:  Emergency management plans, emergency operations plans and business continuity plans 
• EDUCATION and TRAINING:  Course development and course delivery in various modalities (including web-based) 
• DRILLS and EXERCISES:  Design, development, facilitation and evaluation 
  

For additional information about these services, please contact us at (203) 688-3224 or center@ynhh.org , or visit our web site at 
http://www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency/index.html. 
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http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp
http://www.governmenthorizons.org/SurgeCapacityConference/
http://www.cpcs.umb.edu/rsccfd
mailto:center@ynhh.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Christopher M. Cannon 
National Director 
(203) 688-3224 
christopher.cannon@ynhh.org 

Elaine Forte 
Deputy Director, Operations 
(203) 688-3391 
elaine.forte@ynhh.org 

Anthony Tomassoni, MD 
Medical Director 
(203) 688-3224 
anthony.tomassoni@ynhh.org 

Joe Filakovsky, DNP, APRN 
ECP Coordinator  
(203) 688-4486 
joseph.filakovsky@ynhh.org 

James Paturas 
Deputy Director,  
Clinical Services 
(203) 688-3496 
james.paturas@ynhh.org 

Patrick Ward 
Deputy Director,  
Network Development and 
Contracting 
(203) 688-4473 
patrick.ward@ynhh.org 

Louise-Marie Dembry, MD 
Associate Medical Director 
(203) 688-4634 
louise-
marie.dembry@ynhh.org 

Mark Schneider 
Program Manager, 
Education and Training 
(203) 688-2577 
mark.schneider@ynhh.org 

YNH-CEPDR West Coast Office: 
Kevin M. Storm, NREMT-P 
(650) 312-1196 
kevin.storm@ynhh.org 

YNH-CEPDR Central Office: 
Deanna Bourgeault 
(214) 648-9450 
deanna.bourgeault@ynhh.org 

Preparedness Report Archive:  http://www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency/commu/archives.html 

One Church Street, 5th Floor • New Haven, CT 06510 • Tel. (203) 688-3224 • Fax (203) 688-4618 
center@ynhh.org • www.yalenewhavenhealth.org/emergency 

US DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES CONTACTS: 
Gary J. Kleinman, EMT-P 

Region I Regional Emergency Coordinator 
(617) 777-6444 

gary.kleinman@hhs.gov 
Gregory T. Banner, MS, CEM 
Region I Regional Emergency Coordinator 
(617) 777-6404 
gregory.banner@hhs.gov 

Mark C. N. Libby, RN 
Region I Regional Emergency Coordinator 
(617) 777-6458 
mark.libby@hhs.gov 

JFK Federal Building, Room 2100 • 15 New Sudbury Street • Boston, MA 02203 

US Department of Health and Human Services 24x7 Operations Center 
hhs.soc@hhs.gov • (202) 619-7800  • http://www.hhs.gov/disasters/ 

US DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) CONTACT: 

Arthur W. Cleaves 
Regional Director 

FEMA Region One  
(617) 956-7506 

art.cleaves@dhs.gov 
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